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Join the registry: 
 

Visit 
LifeGoesOn.com 

 
Complete and mail 
a registration card 

 
Call 800-210-2106 

 
Visit any  

Driver Services facility

REALID.ilsos.gov

Your current Illinois driver’s license or ID card (DL/ID) will be accepted at airports 
until May 7, 2025. You now have the choice to obtain a REAL ID card or to keep a 
standard card. Take time to know your options.

You NEED a REAL ID if: 
• You do not have a valid U.S. passport or 

passport card; AND 
• You use airplanes as a mode of 

domestic transportation; or 
• You visit military bases; or 
• You visit secure federal facilities. 

You DO NOT NEED a REAL ID if: 
• You have a valid U.S. passport or 

passport card; or 
• You do not use airplanes as a mode of 

domestic transportation; or 
• You do not visit military bases; or 
• You do not visit secure federal facilities. 

Driving (DL only) YES                 YES

YES                 YES

NO                  YES

NO                  YES

Action

Using for general  
identification purposes

Boarding a domestic flight 
(U.S.) after May 7, 2025

Entering a military base or 
secure federal facility after 
Oct. 1, 2021

Standard 
DL/ID

REAL ID 
DL/ID

goes into effect May 7, 2025.

For additional information:  
833-503-4074 

or visit:

Make the choice that is right for you ...

Alexi Giannoulias • Secretary of State 



A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR 

ILLINOIS DRIVERS 

 
 
 
 
Motorists who know the rules of the road and practice defensive driving are vital to 
making our roadways safer for everyone. The Illinois Rules of the Road manual is 
your guide to being a responsible and skilled driver.  
 
The Rules of the Road Review Course is designed to give drivers — especially 
seniors — the knowledge and confidence needed to renew or obtain a driver’s 
license. The Review Course combines an explanation of the driving exam with a 
practice written exam. The questions and information in the Rules of the Road 
Review Course are provided only to help you measure your knowledge of driving 
skills and Illinois traffic laws. You will not be graded on your answers on the practice 
exam. 
 
Along with a thorough review of the Illinois Rules of the Road manual, the Review 
Course is a valuable tool in refreshing your knowledge of Illinois driving laws, traffic 
signs, and practical driving skills. I commend you for taking this step in improving 
your driving skills and helping to make Illinois roadways safer. 
 
As of May 7, 2025, the federal government will require your driver’s license or ID 
card (DL/ID) to be REAL ID compliant for identification to board a domestic flight. 
Not every person needs a REAL ID card, so we offer you a choice. You decide if 
you need a REAL ID or a standard DL/ID. More information is available on the fol-
lowing page.  
 
 
 
Alexi Giannoulias 
Secretary of State
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OBTAINING AN ILLINOIS DRIVER’S LICENSE  

OR ID CARD

NEW LICENSE, NEW FEATURES 

We have implemented a new process for issuing Illinois driver’s licenses/ID cards. Under the new 
process, you won’t receive a new permanent driver’s license/ID card at the end of the 

 application process when visiting a Driver and Motor Vehicle facility (DMV). After fraud checks 
have been conducted to ensure your identity, a high- quality, secure driver’s license/ID card is printed 
at a central facility and sent via U.S. mail within 15 business days to the address on your card.  
 
At the DMV, you will receive a temporary, secure paper driver’s license or ID card, which is valid for 
90 days. In addition, the DMV employee will return your old driver’s license/ID card to you after punch-
ing a hole in it. 

REAL ID 

You now have an option to obtain a REAL ID or keep your current standard card. Your current driver’s 
license/ID card (DL/ID) will be accepted at airports  until May 7, 2025. You do NOT need a REAL ID if 
you have a valid U.S. passport or passport card OR you do NOT use airplanes as a mode of domestic 
transportation. If you choose to obtain a REAL ID, you should know that the application process differs 
from the process for a standard DL/ID. 
 
To obtain a REAL ID, you must visit your nearest DMV and take your photo and any required exams. 
 
You must also provide the following:  

•   Proof of identity — (example, certified birth certificate or valid U.S. passport). Suppose your 
      current name is different from the name on your birth certificate. In that case, you must supply 
     supporting name change documents, such as a certified marriage certificate or divorce decree.  
•   Proof of full Social Security number — (example: Social Security card or pay stub).  
•   Proof of current residency — TWO documents (example: bank statement or canceled check).  
•   Proof of signature — (example: credit card or current Illinois driver’s license).  

 
You may also visit REALID.ilsos.gov and use the interactive document checklist. This checklist is 
designed to help ensure you bring in all federally required documents. After review and verification of 
documents, your new permanent REAL ID card will be mailed to you within 15  business days. 

NO NEED TO REPLACE IMMEDIATELY 
If you have a valid driver’s license/ID card, you don’t have to obtain the redesigned card immediately. 
Existing cards remain valid until their date of expiration. For at least four years, there will be more than 
one valid driver's license/ID card until the old design format is phased out. 
 
There are no changes to driver’s license/ID card fees. In addition, there are no procedural changes to 
the Safe Driver Renewal program. 

YOUR ADDRESS MATTERS 



With the new process of central issuance of a driver’s license/ID card, it is critical that you keep 

an updated address with the Secretary of State. State law requires that you notify the Secretary of 
State of an address change within 10 days.  
If you have not received your permanent card after 15 business days, you may check the status 

at ilsos.gov. 
EARLY RENEWAL 

• If you are 21-86 years old, you may renew your driver’s license up to one year before the license expires.   
• If you are 87 or older, you may renew up to six months before your license expires. 

VISION SCREENING 

Your vision will be screened to determine if you see well enough to drive. In place of this screening, you 
may submit a Vision Specialist Report (see pages 25-26) completed by a licensed optometrist, ophthal-
mologist, or physician dated within six months of your DMV visit. Forms are available at your local DMV 
or at ilsos.gov. If you need to wear glasses or contact lenses, your license will note a restriction. You must 
always wear your glasses or contact lenses when you drive. 

WRITTEN EXAM 

The written exam consists of 35 questions, 15 of which will address traffic sign identification, and the 
remaining 20 will either be multiple-choice or true-false questions. 

DRIVING EXAM 

If you are a new driver or 79 years old or older, you must take a driving exam to demonstrate driving 
ability. You must provide a vehicle that is licensed and properly equipped for the driver’s license clas-
sification you are seeking. You must show proof of vehicle insurance. During the driving exam, which 
will allow you to drive passenger vehicles, you will be graded on your ability to do the following: 
           • Start the vehicle            • Back the vehicle         • Turn about             • Park uphill 
           • Start uphill                     • Park downhill              • Start downhill         • Control your vehicle 
           • Proper speed usage      • Proper lane usage 
 

ORGAN/TISSUE DONOR REGISTRY 
 

During the driver’s license applica tion/renewal process, you will be asked if you wish to join the Illinois 
Organ/Tissue Donor Registry. Your decision to be an organ/tissue  donor  is legally  binding. Additional wit-
nesses or family consent is not required for donation to occur. See back inside cover for more information on 
registering to be a donor.

4



Dear Friend: 
Your Illinois driver's license or ID card will expire on 
Please review the enclosed brochure because the process has changed. You can now choose between a standard DL/ID or a 

REAL ID-compliant DL/ID. If you opt to apply for a REAL ID, please ensure you bring the federally required documentation outlined 

in the brochure into the facility. To renew, you must prove any changes to your name, date of birth, and Social Security number and 
verify your signature or residency. Acceptable identification for these changes must be provided. Some of the documents you may use in-
clude: current photo driver's license/ID card, valid passport, certified birth certificate, Social Security card, naturalization certificate, adoption 
records, military service record (DD214), valid major brand credit card, recent utility bill, and canceled check dated within the last 90 days. 
If you are changing your address at the time of renewal, you must provide one document from the list of acceptable identification, with your 
new address. Other acceptable forms of identification (not listed) may be found in the current "Rules of the Road" or on the Secretary of 
State's website: ilsos.gov. 

To renew your driver's license or ID card, please visit a facility location listed on the back of this notice. 
 
 
 
Note:  If you are required to take a road test, proof of vehicle liability insurance will be required. Road tests may be denied or  

           discontinued due to unsafe road, weather or vehicle conditions. To self-certify CDL driving type per federal law or take a 

           CDL written and/or drive examination, you must visit a commercial truck/bus center or designated CDL facility listed on 

           the reverse side of this form. CDL drives are by appointment only; however, all CDL written exams must be successfully 

           completed before scheduling a drive. For CDL drive appointments, visit our website or call at 217-785-3013 Monday through 

           Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
If your ability to drive might be affected by a medical or physical condition, you must bring a completed medical report with you. If a 
favorable medical report is not presented, you will be denied a driver's license. For your convenience, medical report forms are available 
at each facility and at ilsos.gov. You will also be asked if you wish to join the Organ/Tissue Donor Registry, 
which is explained in the enclosed brochure. 
 
In addition, move over when approaching a stopped emergency vehicle. It is the law. Please protect those who protect us. And 

always slow down in work zones. 
 
 
  

Alexi Giannoulias 
Secretary of State 

Printed by authority of the State of Illinois. April 2023 – 1 – DSD A 342.1

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

DRIVER SERVICES DEPARTMENT
2701 SOUTH DIRKSEN PARKWAY 

SPRINGFIELD, IL 62723 
ILSOS.GOV

(FormDLRNLF - Rev. 04/16/2019)

If you are an honorably discharged U.S. veteran and wish to have a 
 designation on your DL/ID indicating you are a veteran, you may apply 
by providing proof of discharge, issued by the U.S. government, such as 
a copy of your DD214 or summary of benefits letter at any Driver Services 
facility. If you need to obtain an official discharge document, you will need 
to contact the Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs (IDVA).

You are required to bring this notice with you. 

CDL Holders Only - Eff. 07-01-15, you must provide proof 

of U.S. citizenship or legal presence to renew your CDL. 

Visit ilsos.gov for acceptable CDL Proof of Legal Presence 

documents.
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DRIVING EXAMINATION 
The driving exam is a demonstration of your everyday driving skills. After the exam, you will be 
informed of any corrections that need to be made. 
 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN 

Illinois law requires all drivers and passengers to wear safety belts, regardless of where they sit in a 
vehicle. Only those individuals with a physician’s statement on letterhead are exempt. The physician’s 
statement must be kept with the driver at all times. 

The driving examination will allow you to demonstrate your ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. 
You must provide a licensed and properly equipped vehicle for the driver’s license classification you 
seek. The vehicle must be driven to the DMV by someone with a valid driver’s license or permit. Only 
the examiner will be with you during the exam.  

You must show proof of insurance before the driving exam is administered. Before starting the driving 
exam, check your mirrors, adjust your vehicle’s seat, and fasten your safety belt.  
 

THE EXAMINER 

The driving examiner will sit beside you and observe your driving skills. It is normal for you to be a little 
nervous. Remember that the examiner is a passenger and has no indication of your driving ability. 

You may have acquired some potentially unsafe driving practices, even though you may have been 
driving for years with no moving violations or accidents. Perhaps there are some new laws you are not 
observing. The purpose of the driving exam is to identify those mistakes so you may correct them. 

The examiner will grade your driving using a list of driving maneuvers. The examiner will follow a test 
route approved by the Secretary of State’s office. Although the test route may cover unfamiliar roads, 
it is important to remember that a driver’s license gives you the right to drive on all roads. 

The examiner will not trick you. If you do not understand their instructions, please ask for an explanation. 

After your driving exam, the examiner will give you the results. Please keep in mind that the examiner 
is only an observer and has the responsibility to inform you of any mistakes. You are encouraged to 
correct those mistakes, not only for your safety but also for the safety of others. 

 

DRIVING EXAM GRADING 

You will be graded on your ability to perform the following driving skills. You will automatically fail the exam 
if you violate any traffic law or commit any dangerous action while taking the exam. 
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USING TURN SIGNALS 

Illinois law requires the use of turn signals. It is not a choice. Turn signals are required BEFORE: 
         •  Turning any corner, even if no one is coming. 
         •  Turning into any driveway, parking lot, or parking space. 
         •  Changing lanes of traffic. 
         •  AFTER passing another vehicle. 
         •  Pulling over to or pulling away from any curb. 
 

LEAVING A PARKING LOT OR DRIVEWAY 

Illinois law states that you stop before entering any street from a driveway, parking lot, or alley. If you 
are leaving the parking lot at the DMV, stop before entering the street. There may or may not be a stop 
sign present. You should also use your turn signal, if appropriate, and yield until it is safe to proceed. 
 

STOPPING 

Stop behind the white line or crosswalk. If there is no white line or crosswalk, stop before entering the 
intersection. Rolling stops are automatic failures on the driving examination. 
 
 
 
 
 

TURNING A CORNER 

When turning a corner from a two-way street onto another two-way street, stay in your own lane and 
then turn into the lane where you will be driving. Do not cut corners. 
 

HILL PARKING 

Signal toward the side of the road where you wish to park. Stop your vehicle parallel to the road, 
within 12 inches of the curb or edge. 
If you park on a street with curbing and your vehicle is heading downhill, turn the front wheels toward 
the curb. If you park your vehicle headed uphill, turn the front wheels away from the curb. If you park 
on a street without curbing and your vehicle is heading downhill or uphill, turn the wheels toward the 
side of the road on which you are parked. In 
either situation, set the parking brake and put 
the gear selector in “Park.” 
When leaving the curb, release your parking 
brake, turn the wheels from the side of the 
road, and use your turn signal. Look for 
oncoming traffic. When it is safe, pull slowly 
onto the street.
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TURN-ABOUT 
You will be asked to turn your vehicle around by turning left into an alley, 
roadway, or driveway. Be sure to signal before turning. When you back out, 
stop before entering the sidewalk, street, or highway. Yield to pedestrians 
and all vehicles. When backing, check all rearview mirrors and look over 
your right shoulder. When backing to the right, don’t back over the center 
line. 
 

 

 

ONE-WAY TURNS 

When turning onto a one-way street, turn into the 
first lane you come to. After you have completed 
your turn, turn on your turn signal again, look back, 
and move into the other lane when it’s safe. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

MULTIPLE-LANE TURNS 

When turning left onto a multi-lane street, turn into the inside lane (left-
hand lane). After you have completed your turn into the inside lane, turn 
on your signal light and move into the right-hand lane when it’s safe. 
When turning right into a multi-lane street, turn into the first lane you 
come to (right-hand lane). After you have completed your turn into the 
right-hand lane, turn on your signal light and move into the left-hand lane 
when it’s safe. 
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BACKING VEHICLE 

You will be asked to back your vehicle for a short distance. Check first to see if it is clear. Look over your 
right shoulder if possible. If not, inform the examiner that you cannot because of a physical condition. If 
you cannot see in back by looking, use your rearview mirror and side mirrors. Back up as straight as you 
can. Do not weave back and forth. 
 

OTHER POINTS THAT WILL BE CHECKED 

• DRIVING SPEED — Observe all speed limit signs. Do not drive too slowly. (Example: The speed 
limit is 30 mph, and a driver is going 15 mph, holding up traffic, and causing an unsafe situation. 
Driving too slowly can be as dangerous as speeding under normal traffic conditions.) 

• CENTER LINES — Do not weave back and forth across the center line. Stay in your traffic lane. If 
there is no center line, don’t drive down the middle of the street or road. 

• RIGHT OF WAY — Observe yield signs: When approaching a yield sign, slow down and check for 
traffic. Stop if you need to. Approaching an intersection: when a green light appears, be sure the 
intersection is clear of vehicles and people before moving your car. If there are no signs or traffic 
control signals and two vehicles arrive at the same time, the car on the right has the right of way. 

 

FOLLOWING THE EXAM 

When you return to the DMV, the examiner will discuss your test results. If you don’t pass the driving 
exam, listen carefully to hear which driving skills you need to correct. 

You may retake the driving exam if you don’t pass. If you fail the driving exam after six attempts, the 
examiner will provide you with a Medical Report to be filled out by your doctor. If you are still having 
difficulty after several attempts, ask the examiner how to obtain an instruction permit after your driver’s 
license expires. 
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1. Winding Road Ahead 

2. Crossroad  

3. Divided Highway  

4. Do Not Enter  

5. Downgrade 

6. Merge 

7. No Passing Zone  

8. No Right Turn  

9. No U-Turn  

10. Pedestrian Crossing  

11. Persons with Disabilities Parking  

12. Railroad Warning 

13. Reduction in Lanes 

14. Road Construction/Maintenance Area  

15. School Zone and Crossing 

16. Side Road 

17. Slippery When Wet  

18. Slow-Moving Vehicle 

19. Stop 

20. Stop Sign Ahead 

21. Traffic Signal Ahead 

22. Two-Way Traffic 

23. Warning of a Change in Direction or Narrowing of Roadway 

24. Yield Right of Way 

(Answers on page 29.)

WRITTEN EXAM — TRAFFIC SIGN IDENTIFICATION 
Place the correct number in the space below each of the signs on the following page. 
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TRAFFIC SIGN IDENTIFICATION
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